Jewels of Istanbul
and Thessaly
Mediterranean Cruise

EUROPE & MEDITERRANEAN COASTS / ATHÈNES TO ISTANBUL
8 DAYS /7 NIGHTS
◆ EXTEND YOUR STAY IN A CLUB MED RESORT: Bodrum Palmiye,
Gregolimano, Kemer, Palmiye Hotel, Palmiye

CRUISE ON THE CLUB
MED 2
Welcome aboard Club Med 2, for a unique
experience that provides a gateway to the
world. Elegance and comfort are the
essence of this magnificent 5-masted
sailing ship

EUROPE & MEDITERRANEAN COASTS / ATHÈNES TO ISTANBUL
Mediterranean Cruise

Jewels of Istanbul and Thessaly
◆ From 20/07/2019 to 27/07/2019 - 8 days / 7 nights ◆ EXTEND YOUR STAY IN A CLUB MED RESORT:
Bodrum Palmiye, Gregolimano, Kemer, Palmiye Hotel, Palmiye

Your cruise
Days

Stages

Arrival

Departure

Nautical Hall

1. Saturday

ATHENS

..

22:00

CLOSED

2. Sunday

SKIATHOS

12:00

23:59

CLOSED

3. Monday

VOLOS

07:00

19:00

CLOSED

4. Tuesday

THESSALONIKI

08:00

19:00

CLOSED

5. Wednesday

THASOS

08:00

18:00

OPEN

6. Thursday

LEMNOS

08:30

13:00

OPEN

7. Friday

ISTANBUL

08:30

CLOSED

8. Saturday

ISTANBUL

..

CLOSED

Day 1 : Boarding from 16h to 19h
Day 8 : Landing from 9h to 11h
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Itinerary of your cruise
Day 1 - Saturday
Athens

The Greek capital opens the pages of its age-old history. In the heart of modernity, the Acropolis and the narrow streets of the Plaka district reveal their
splendour and charm. Ship docked in port.

Day 2 - Sunday
Skiathos

Most famous for its magnificent beaches, Skiathos has lots more to offer. For example, attractive traditional houses, or the Evangelistria Monastery with
its stunning wall paintings. Ship at anchor. No water sports.

Day 3 - Monday
Volos

Commercial port built in front of the famous Mount Pelion, Volos is a crossroads between Europe, the Middle East and Asia. We leave this hectic city for
the massive Meteora and its monasteries perched at the top of giant monoliths. Ship docked, no water sports.

Day 4 - Tuesday
Thessaloniki

A modern metropolis steeped in centuries of history, Thessaloniki was the second city of the Byzantine and Ottoman empires. It has fantastic
architectural, cultural and culinary heritage. Ship docked, no water sports.

Day 5 - Wednesday
Thasos

Day 6 - Thursday
Lemnos

Day 7 - Friday
Istanbul

Day 8 - Saturday
Istanbul

The mermaid island of classical mythology, also known as the "emerald of the Aegean", where tradition combines with culture and taking it easy. Ship at
anchor. Water sports.
Ignored by classical circuits, this island abounds in natural attractions and archaeological sites. Its beaches with crystal clear waters are the most
tempting of the northeastern Aegean. Ship at anchor Water sports. No beach.
On the banks of the majestic Bosphorus, this is a city that straddles continents. With Sultanahmet influenced by the East and Beyoglu by the West,
Istanbul is teeming with stunning sights. The city feels at ease with its cultural heritage, creating an atmosphere that blends the cosmopolitan with the
traditional. Ship docked, no water sports.
To dazzle seems to be the millennial vocation of the hinge city between Europe and Asia. At ease in her cultural heritage, she fuse with cosmopolitan and
traditional atmospheres. Ship docked in port.
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Excursions of your cruise
1/2 day. Bus followed by visit on foot Don't miss this opportunity to visit the new Acropolis Museum, which opened in June 2009, where you can see the
Day 1 - Saturday
Athens - Acropolis Museum immense archeological heritage of this incredible site including the Caryatids and the Parthenon Frieze. After the musuem visit you'll be given a
(1/2 day, afternoon) *
panoramic tour of Greece's fascinating capital city!
Day 2 - Sunday
Skiathos - Monastery and
beach (1/2 day) *

1/2 day. Bus. Departing from Skiathos, we'll visit the centre of the island and the charming Evangelistria Monastery before driving along the coast to the
supberb Koukounaries Beach. The pine wood, golden sands and crystal clear waters of the most beautiful beach in the Sporades Islands welcome you for
a moment's swimming, strolling and chilling. Back to the Club Med 2 for lunch.

We'll leave Volos to travel through the agricultural plain of Thessalia, via Larissa and Trikala to Kalambaka and Meteora. You can visit the famous
monasteries perched on the top of rocky outcrops up to 600 metres above sea level. The history of the Meteora goes back to the 11th century, when the
Day 3 - Monday
Volos - The Meteora (day) * first hermits came looking for peace and solitude in the caves and rocks, but the first monasteries were built around the 14th century and reached their
height in the 16th century. This is a day you'll never forget!
The Pelion peninsula is a stunning combination of summits and sea, dominated by Mount Pelion, the legendary home of centaurs. Discover the unique
Day 3 - Monday
beauty of the region, typified by traditional villages built from local grey stone and surrounded by dense forest. Your first stop will be the Archaeological
Volos - The villages of
Pelion (1/2 day, morning) * Museum of Volos. Leaving the city, you will reach Portaria, a village that had particular importance during the Turkish occupation. Perched on the side of a
rock, it's nicknamed the "balcony of Pelion" thanks to its magnificent views over the bay surrounding Volos.
Day 4 - Tuesday
You will head off to explore Thessaloniki, with its white tower - the emblem of the city, its Byzantine fortifications, cathedral, and Roman monuments
Thessaloniki / Thessaloniki
including the Rotunda of Galerius. You will then leave Salonika (as it is also known) and head for Vergina, where, after a lunch of local dishes, you will
and the royal graves of
visit the tombs of the Macedonian royalty, including that of Philip II which was found intact in 1977 along with its exceptionally rich treasures.
Vergina (1 day) *
You will head off to explore Thessaloniki: with its White Tower - emblem of the city, its Byzantine fortifications, its cathedral and Roman monuments
Day 4 - Tuesday
Thessaloniki / Thessaloniki including the Rotunda and Arch of Galerius. You will then visit one of Greece's most important archaeological museums housing golden artefacts found
tour (1/2 day, morning) * during excavations in the region.
This full island tour will take you to the beautiful archaeological museum in Limenas, before leaving along the West coast for Moni Arhangelou, an
Day 5 - Wednesday
Athonite dependency, with a marvellous view. When you reach the little village of Alyki, with its traditional houses along a little beach, you'll have an
Thassos / A day in Thassos
(1 day, lunch not included) * important decision to make: what to eat, and where. You can take a dip in the sea or enjoy a stroll along the ruins of an ancient temple edged by former
marble quarries, before leaving northwards for the village of Panagia where you will wander along the narrow streets between traditional houses.
Day 5 - Wednesday
Visit the beautiful archaeological museum at Limenas, where most of the objects displayed have been found by French archaeological digs. Then take the
Thassos / A morning in
Thassos (1/2 day, morning) coast road to the traditional village of Panagia, known for its white houses with their striking roofs. Here, local produce is king.
*
Day 7 - Friday
Istanbul / Topkapi ( 1/2
day, morning) *

Lose yourself in the 700,000m² of Topkapi Palace, the biggest palace in the world. Discover the many facets of this former official residence of the
sultans, which served as the seat of government and the ministerial council, the treasury, mint and state university. Finish your visit in the harem, within
the Sultan's private apartments. Due to restoration works, some rooms may be closed to visitors.

Day 7 - Friday
Istanbul / Istanbul
bosphorus (2 hours) *

It wouldn't be a trip to Istanbul without a cruise on the Bosphorus. Where the Sea of Marmara meets the Black Sea, soak in the city's beauty as you
admire the rich and varied architecture of the residences and mosques that line the banks. To see more of Istanbul, add the Hagia Sophia Exclusive
excursion.

Day 7 - Friday
Istanbul / Istanbul
byzantine ( 1/2 day,
afternoon) *

Come and see some of the rarest and most beautiful mosaics on golden backgrounds and frescoes from the Byzantine period in the Church of the Holy
Saviour in Chora You will then tour one of Istanbul's curiosities, the Basilica Cistern, before heading off on your own to explore the labyrinthine alleyways
of the Spice Market with its highly colourful atmosphere. Option to extend your exploration of Istanbul with the Hagia Sophia Exclusive excursion.

Day 7 - Friday
Istanbul / Hagia Sophia
Exclusive (2 hours) *

The most iconic of Istanbul's monuments opens its doors exclusively for Club Med 2 passengers. Visit the immense structure, once the Sancta Sophia
basilica, now the Hagia Sophia, after the doors have been closed to normal visitors. Experience the unique atmosphere that unfurls once the crowds have
departed and calm is restored. Appreciate the sheer size of this monument, and its history as part of Byzantium, then Constantinople, and now Istanbul.
Enjoy this exceptional and unmissable experience as the sun goes down.

* Excursion available during and after the booking of your cruise
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Formalities
CUSTOMS FORMALITIES
HEALTH FORMALITIES
Recommended vaccinations: diphtheria, polio, tetanus, hepatitis A and B and typhoid. Pregnant women who do not need constant medical supervision may come aboard,
upon presentation of a medical certificate showing their due date and certifying that their pregnancy is compatible with the cruise. The final day of the cruise must be before
the end of the 26th week of pregnancy.

Meeting place for boarding
Port of Athens: The Piree, Akti Xaverio Passengers. Terminal A. Airport / port distance: about 43 km (about 50 minutes).

Prolong your holiday
IN A RESORT
• Our Resort Bodrum Palmiye 4 tridents
• Our Resort Gregolimano 4 tridents
• Our Resort Kemer 3 tridents
• Our Resort Palmiye Hotel 4 tridents
• Our Resort Palmiye 4 tridents

Escapade à Athènes
With our Escapades, discover a region or a city for a few days. Before or
after your cruise, live the must try experiences of your destination and
customize your Escapade with a la carte activities!
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